The critically ill liver patient: fulminant hepatic failure.
Fulminant hepatic failure is a challenging medical condition that requires intensive care management to prevent-major complications (cerebral edema, infections, and multi-system organ failure) and assistance from a liver transplant team when it is believed that liver regeneration is unlikely. Unfortunately, there are no specific medical therapies or devices to correct all of the functions of a liver. N-acetylcysteine is used for the treatment of acetaminophen overdose, but for most other causes of fulminant hepatic failure therapy is supportive care. This case illustrates many of the problems that are encountered during medical management of fulminant hepatic failure.